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Sept. 1, 2006
VIEO official discusses ways to save energy at Rotary meeting

SHARI WILTSHIRE

 ST. CROIX - Media Information Specialist at the VI Energy Office and Rotary
Club member Don Buchanan was chosen as this week's guest speaker for the
Rotary Club of St. Croix's weekly meeting held on  Thursday at the
Gertrude's Restaurant.
 Buchanan chose to enlighten Rotarians and guest about Global Warming and
the need to change habits in the community that could result in residents
living a more fuel efficient life.
 "I believe the rising cost in gas prices and WAPA services is a good thing"
Buchanan said, "because we need to change our ways."
 Buchanan says he is very concerned about the environment and although he
has bought and driven an SUV and contributes just as much to Global Warming
as the next person, he says a few small changes in the way the community
operates can make a huge difference.
 "This society is built on driving and we constantly sit at red lights just
burning fuel."
 Buchanan said, "wind and solar energy is not a pie-in-the-sky idea, we just
have to know how to use it."  He firmly believes these are possible, doable
options for the community.
 "We have to change our habits, oil is just a middle man."
 During the end of the meeting Rotary members held a raffle drawing and two
energy saving prizes were donated by Buchanan.
 The first was a Compact Fluorescent light bulb that he claims can last up
to seven years and will significantly reduce a person's electric bill.
 The second prize was a tire pressure gauge so that drivers could save time
and energy and monitor the amount of air in their tires before an accident
occurs.
 Buchanan hopes that soon bike paths can be constructed on island to offer
another form of transportation to residents and hopes people will soon adapt
car pooling as another energy saver.

[image: image2.png]




