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Energy Office Teams with WAPA

Oct. 21, 2007

SHARI WILTSHIRE


ST. CROIX — The locations have changed, but the idea still remains the same: "Change a Light, Change the World."


October is Energy Awareness Month—this year's theme being "Clean and Green for a Secure Energy Future"—and on Saturday the Water and Power Authority sat up tables around the territory to once again distribute free CFL, or Compact Fluorescent Light, energy saving light bulbs to all interested people.


"I am glad that people are really starting to understand the importance of changing these light bulbs," said Cassandra Dunn, WAPA's corporate communications officer.


From 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on St. Croix, residences could find the Energy Star logo at the Sunny Isle and Golden Rock Shopping Centers, at the D. Hamilton Jackson Park in Estate Grove Place and at the D.C. Canegata Ball Park. 

At the Sunny Isles location, the VI Energy Office teamed up with WAPA to provide pamphlets and sheets of information on

ways to save energy.


The energy office's Media Information Specialist Don Buchanan says that it begins with a switch of a light bulb, but that there are a whole line of energy saving appliances that could be used to lower electric bills as well. "Just ask for the Energy Star model," he said.


In addition, the informational sheets reminded consumers to use their common sense and purchase appliances, such as refrigerators, freezers, air conditioning units and washers, in suitable sizes that meet household needs.  The larger the appliance the more energy it uses.


Also, when buying a refrigerator, consider one with a top freezer and

without an ice-maker and dispenser.  When buying a washer choose one with a "mini-basket" for small loads and one with several water level options.  Consumers are always advised to check the yellow EnergyGuide

label on the appliance to find out how much energy is needed to run the equipment.


Buchanan had a few saving tips of his own.


He said, if people want to save on gas—now that the price has gone up—make sure the correct amount of air is in the car's tires. Luckily, the office gave away tire air gauges to all who visited the table. Information on things to do to help global warming was available as well.


Three CFL's were given out to each household and four were given to

senior citizens.  Consumers are encouraged to bring in a copy of their most recent light bill and three incandescent light bulbs for the trade.


WAPA and their crew can be seen again today from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on

St. Croix outside the Canegata Ball Park, the Midre Cummings Play Ground in Frederiksted, the Williams Delight Community Center and in

Sion Farm adjacent to Island Dairies.


On St. Thomas, visit Al McBean Ball Park in Old Tutu, the Smith Bay

Ball Park, Contact Knolls Community Center and the Dorothea Play Ground. Coral Bay Ball Park is the only site giving away CFLs on St.John.


For more information, contact Cassandra Dunn at 773-2250, ext. 4085.

