EAM Home Energy Tips for Virgin Islanders Residents

(30 seconds)

1. Lighting accounts for 8% of the electricity bill.  Using one compact fluorescent bulb can save an average of $20.00 per year.  Other energy conservation lighting tips are to turn off interior and exterior lights when not in use; clean lighting fixtures for brighter lighting, use task lighting such as desktop lamps, and use motion sensors, or timers to control lights.  This home energy tip is brought to you by the Virgin Islands Energy Office, a division of the Department of Planning and Natural Resources.

2. Water heating accounts for 33-40% of your electricity bill.  Installing a solar water heater can save an average of $400 per person per year.  If you use a conventional electric powered water heater: install a timer that turns on the water heater in the mornings and evenings for a specific time period; set the water heater temperature no higher than 120 degrees Fahrenheit, insulate your hot water heater and pipes.  This home energy tip is brought to you by the Virgin Islands Energy Office, a division of the Department of Planning and Natural Resources.

3. Cistern pumps can use up to one and a half kilowatts of electric energy in bringing your water line pressure to the specified pounds per square inch (psi).  Use aerators on all sink faucets, low-flow showerheads, and toilet dams.  Fix all leaks in pipes or plumbing fixtures.  One aerator saves an average of 900 gallons of water per year, one low-flow showerhead saves 1,600 gallons of water per year, and one toilet dam saves an average of 1,500 gallons per year.  This home energy tip is brought to you by the Virgin Islands Energy Office, a division of the Department of Planning and Natural Resources.

4. Cooling and ventilating contributes tremendously to high electricity bills.  Use drapes, blinds, window awnings, or tree shading to block heat from the sun.  Use windows and doors for natural ventilation and energy star ceiling fans when possible.  If you do use air conditioning, set the thermostat no lower than 78 degrees Fahrenheit, and make sure there are no spaces around the windows and doors where outside air make seep through.  This home energy tip is brought to you by the Virgin Islands Energy Office, a division of the Department of Planning and Natural Resources.

5. Save energy in your kitchen by developing smart energy efficiency habits.  Replace worn rubber refrigerator gaskets and dust refrigerator coils once a month. Freezer temperatures should be set at “1” or ”2” on the thermostat dial, and refrigerator temperature should be set at “3” or “4”.  Replace inefficient refrigerators with high efficiency energy-star labelled equipment.  This home energy tip is brought to you by the Virgin Islands Energy Office, a division of the Department of Planning and Natural Resources.

6. Save energy in your kitchen by developing smart energy efficiency habits.  Use an electronic ignition propane gas stove, but adjust cooking flame to just cover pot.  Cook foods in pots with flat bottoms and tight fitting lids, and begin cooking food when oven is warming up.  Clean and polish heat reflectors regularly and keep burners clean by checking them yearly.  Remember to remove water and ice from products before cooking.  This home energy tip is brought to you by the Virgin Islands Energy Office, a division of the Department of Planning and Natural Resources.

7. Energy-efficient measures can be incorporated into new home design and construction.  Select a site with trees for maximum shading and cooling and orient home in an easterly direction to take full advantage of the tradewinds.  Orient roof tilt to the south to take advantage of natural daylight or skylights, or to maximize solar insolation for installation of solar water heater or photovoltaic panels.  This home energy tip is brought to you by the Virgin Islands Energy Office, a division of the Department of Planning and Natural Resources.

8. October is National Energy Awareness Month.  The US Department of Energy and US Environmental Protection Agency’s theme for 2005 is “ENERGY STAR Change a Light, Change the World”, which is targeted to every American to save energy through a light bulb or fixture purchase.  Here in the U.S. Virgin Islands, the Energy Office will exchange one of your used but operable 100 watt, 75 watt, 60 watt, or 40 watt incandescent light bulb for an energy efficient Energy Star labelled compact fluorescent 23 watt, 20 watt, 15 watt or 11 watt lamp, respectively.  Offer is available while daily supplies last during VI Energy Office scheduled October outreaches. 

9. Residential electric customers of the U.S. Virgin Islands Water and Power Authority are urged to participate in an “Energy Conservation Challenge” sponsored by the VI Energy Office.  Win a month’s worth of electricity by reducing your monthly electricity consumption during November and December 2005.  This challenge is opened to all residential class customers who use 500 kwh or more in one billing cycle on an average.  Customers must obtain an application from the Virgin Islands Water and Power Authority business office or the VI Energy Office.  Call 773-1082 or visit our website at www.vienergy.org for more details.

NOTE:
Items appearing in blue should run for the month of October only, and maybe up to 60 seconds in duration.

